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Basic Strategies
of the SAT  

Read Carefully
Questions may be confusing by design!

Getting derailed
Don't let an individual question derail you; you can
always come back to it.

Write Things Down
Annotating passages and writing out math work is
allowed!

Do not leave anything blank. There is NO PENALTY for
guessing!

Blanks



The SAT Reading Section: Digital Format

You can use the annotate tool
in the top right corner to
annotate the passage. 

 
Simply highlight the portion of

the passage you want to
annotate, then click the

Annotate button.
 

This will bring up the dialog box
shown here. You can then enter
the annotation of your choice,

then click Save.



The SAT Reading Section: Digital Format

Once you click Save,
you can see your

highlight by hovering
your cursor over the

highlighted text.



The SAT Reading Section

How to Read
Passage Types: Passages on the
SAT can be anything from literature
or poetry to the sciences to
notetaking. 

Each passage has 1-2 questions,
and in each module, you have 32
minutes to complete 27
questions.

Some of the passages might be
Paired Passages.



The SAT Reading Section: How to Read

Let’s start with a biography passage. Can you summarize the main idea in six
words or fewer?

Food has always been considered one of the most salient markers of cultural traditions. When I
was a small child, food was the only thing that helped identify my family as Filipino American.
We ate pansit lug-lug (a noodle dish) and my father put patis (salty fish sauce) on everything.
However, even this connection lessened as I grew older. As my parents became more
acculturated, we ate less typically Filipino food. When I was twelve, my mother took cooking
classes and learned to make French and Italian dishes. When I was in high school, we ate chicken
marsala and shrimp fra diablo more often than Filipino dishes like pansit lug-lug.



A. Reds and browns are not commonly featured in most of Taylor's
rugs.

B. In the Path of the Four Seasons is widely acclaimed for its many
colors and innovative weaving techniques.

C. Taylor draws on local resources in the approach she uses to dye
wool.

D. Taylor finds it difficult to locate Arizona dock root in the desert.

The SAT Reading Section: Attacking a Passage

To dye wool, Navajo (Diné) weaver Lillie
Taylor uses plants and vegetables from
Arizona, where she lives. For example,
she achieved the deep reds and browns
featured in her 2003 rug In the Path of
the Four Seasons by using Arizona dock
roots, drying and grinding them before
mixing the powder with water to create a
dye bath. To intensify the appearance of
certain colors, Taylor also sometimes
mixes in clay obtained from nearby soil.

Which choice best states the main idea of the text?



A. Reds and browns are not commonly featured in most of Taylor's
rugs.
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The SAT Reading Section: Attacking a Passage

To dye wool, Navajo (Diné) weaver
Lillie Taylor uses plants and vegetables
from Arizona, where she lives. For
example, she achieved the deep reds and
browns featured in her 2003 rug In the
Path of the Four Seasons by using
Arizona dock roots, drying and grinding
them before mixing the powder with
water to create a dye bath. To intensify
the appearance of certain colors, Taylor
also sometimes mixes in clay obtained
from nearby soil.

Which choice best states the main idea of the text?

Notice how the topic sentence
aligns with the main idea!


